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Welcome to the second edition of ©Out our guidance, there is a good chance that
our Newsletter. A lot has happened in they may never pick up a rod and reel. Imag-
the last few months. Be sure to catch 1 ine a future where fishing has been put aside
With Dends 60On t h forotherpursuits such as playing video [
as Mi kesd Conser v games
sure to read our other articles as our There is nothing wrong with video games,
members take you fishing from State €tC., but we should not ignore the experiences
College to Poland. that nature has to offer.

A I & Asyou read this newsletter, you
may start thinking about your next fisl
ing trip. As you plan your next trip
please consider bringing children
along.

Any parent or guardian, who has

Who Are We?

taken the time to bring their charges
along, can attest to the look in a your
persons eye when they first hook a fit
True, the adult may have had a hand
baiting or tying a fly to hook. He or sh
probably had a hand in reeling the
catch in as well. | still remember my
sondés first exper
12 at the time. We were at one of the
docks near Academy and State road.
He quickly caught an eel. Ever since
then he has been enthused about the
idea of fishing.

It is important to bring the experi-
ence of fishing-t

We are the Southeastern Montgomery Chapter, Chapter #468, of Trout Unlimited.

We are located at:

The Pennypack Ecological Restoration Trust

2955 Edge Hill Road
Huntington Valley, PA. 19006

Our Web site is:

http://dept.physics.upenn.edu/~wk/SEMCTU.html
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On the FIyByDen Mora

The fish fought hard, his life depended on it. But this battle would represent so much more
than the life and death of this great fish. The angler, a young boy, had set the hook on a future in
conservation. His first catch must go home as a trophy. Catch and release would come in time.

The moment is frozen in time, as if it were yesterday and not 40 years ago. The rod and reel
were spin casting equipment purchased by my uncle. My brother received an identical set. It was my
uncle who took the time to introduce two kids to the sport of fishing and ultimately conservation. |
write this having just come off the stream after an evening of patrolling for the Pennsylvania Fish
and Boat Commission, as a Deputy Waterways Conservation Officer. | think of my brother who is
camping and teaching fishing skills to his Boy Scout troop and other troops this weekend in Leba-
non County. 5 , 2 - :

One of the best parts of being involved with a 55
Trout Unlimited chapter
pated in with area youth. Our chapter has been invol\
in 4 youth events this spring, with another event plan
for this September. | 6ve
has just turned 2 years old. He has a spin casting rod
reel of his own, but is yet to catch his first fish. | expec
this to change very shortly.

How do you measure the importance of introdugs
ing children to fishing? The big smile on a youngsters
is surely reward enough to the teacher. The image of &

g
s .

through the ice for his first fish is something | will always
cherish. | look at our chapter members and think about some of the great work being done for con-
servation. | then think about the smiles that must have been on their faces as youngsters with their

first fish. Webve all been there and we can p
My wuncle now |ives in Florida and | donoét g
summer day we spent at that pond. Thank you Un

Zebco rod and reel $10.00
Dozen night crawlers $3.00
Hooks and weights $2.00
A lifetime of memorie$ Priceless

Make it a point to take a kid fishing; conservation may end up in his or her creel.
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Out Of the BOX By John Beck

Choosing A New Puppy

| once read somewhere that the best things abofitilys hi ng ar e the pl aces tilespéecialylou ¢
with the smaller streams in our area of PA, where we can escape to some of the most beautiful places in the statbexhwiegve t
of the city behind. For me, there is an added benefit: looking for birds. | am an avid upland hunter, and spend neashsdayq e
son pursuing pheasant and grouse on public game lands. Up until lately, most of my grouse hunting has been donebirp af our ca
in Potter County, but since becoming involved in TuWwd I|6dve
wonderful bird habitat closer to home.

To me, there is nothing more beautiful than hunting behind a trained bird dog. Having a great bird dog and compginion ste
with being able to pick the right puppy. That means doing your research and knowing how to evaluate one adorableusundle of f
from the next. Spring and summer are the most popular times of the year to bring a new pup into your family, so hereeaye] som
simple pointers (no pun intended!) for picking a great puppy:

1. Choose the parents carefully. Look for good breeding. Visit both parents in person if possible. Look at the pedigree for
Titles and Championships. These things dondét guarpnte
gram and improving the breed.

2. Evaluate each puppy behaving with its littermates before you pick it up. It also makes sense to evaluate each puppy mult
ple timesi they have good days and bad days, just like us.

3. Listen to the breeder. They spend a lot of time observing the pups, and good breeders will have taken notes of the charac
teristics of each pup. Know what you are looking for, and ask the breeder for help.

4. Take each pup, one by one, away from the litter to an unfamiliar location. You want to see how the pup reacts away from
its normal surroundings. Is it acting bold and curious, or does it appear scared and apprehensive? Experts recommmend
looking towards bolder, more curious pups.

5. Gently cradle the puppy on its back, like you would a baby. You want to judge the amount of resistance and squifming th:
the pup demonstrates. Too much, and it may be sign of difficulty to train, and too little and it may demonstrate that it is

overly submissive and Asoftod, which can also make rai
6. With the pup on the ground, slowly walk away without speaking. Good pups are generally interested in people, apd will
follow along.

7. Testretrieving instinct by gently restraining the pup and tossing a light, colorful object for it to retrieve. Youiage lopk
for the dog to demonstrate desire to by demonstrating any of the parts of a successful retrieve: marking the objecf, runnin
to it, picking it up, returning it to you.

These temperament tests are not a guarantee of a great dog, but they will help you filter down the list potential cahdaiateg.
do your research on the breed so you know the temperament, hunting style, size/weiglspdrifiechealth issues, etc. Aldm®
sure to check references: good breeders will be able to put you in contact with families that own their dogs. Try entlesiesefv
dogs (as well as the parent dogs) in the field hunting as well.

Follow these steps, and you will be well on your way to having a great hunting

Spin Fishing the Lehigh Rivehi canou

Nestled snuggly in the Poconobs is the Lehigh River e Gi Vv
years, it has become the home to a diversity of aquatic life. Not the least of which are the trout. Rainbows and bcawhdrout
found in pools, tail ends of rapids and behind the many large rocks that inhabit the river.

Fly-fishing the Lehigh can make for an exiting time. However, the Lehigh also offers many challenges to the fisherman who
wishes to try his luck with spinning gear. With the rocky bottom and swirling rapids, choosing a lure can sometimesspadve fru
ing. Too heavy and you are likely to loose it to the unforgiving stony bottom. Too light and it can be swept away frotengad i
target area. There are however, lures that work beautifully in these waters.

Rooster Tails can be highly effective. | 6ve | andedTnymany
casting slightly upstream and as close to the opposite bank as possible. While reeling the lure in, you want to leedpeittionh
of the flow for as long as possible.

Spoons and spinners also work well in the Lehigh. Try experimenting with different colors and styles.

By keeping your tackle light you can have a great day fishing the river. Whatever you do, keep your eyes open. Nttenly for
rocks below your feet but also at all of the natural beauty around you. Once, shortly after a dam release, the fishislgpwecame
While casting | looked around and a smile came to lips. Looking around at what nature had wrought, breathing in theviilean air
a hawk was gliding overhead, | felt totally at ease. This is what fishing is all about.
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Conservation Corneey wike wiison
June 2007

June signals the start of our in stream work. Our work days are scheduled for the 3rd Saturday of théumenktinougiOc-
tober. As usual we will work from 8:00 AM to Noon. The Chapter will provide lunch ( hoagies ) as usual. This year weawill hav
one exception to the scheduleur work day in August will be August 11th instead of the 18th. We're making this change due to
the Chapter Trip to Wyoming (August 18th to 25th).

The work day schedule for 2007 is : June 16th, July 21st, August 11th, Sept. 15th, Oct. 20th. Be sure to mark you calendars

This year we will be wrapping up the Adopt A Stream project on the main stem of Pennypack Creek with the addition of large
rocks throughout both sections of the project. This will further enhance the devices we've installed, and add moréodtracture
stream.

Our Adopt A Stream project for 2007 / 2008 will be the addition of 20 in stream devices to Harpers Run, which is located in
Lorimer Park. For those of you that are unfamiliar with Harpers Run, it is the tributary to Pennypack Creek that eténs just
Moredon Road. The devices we'll be installing have been designed by the PA F&BC, and will enhance the flow and structure of
this important tributary. Last year several of us observed a trout living in Harpers Run well into the summer, so wbdelieve
stream work will create additional trout habitat in Lorimer Park.

| just received word 2 weeks ago that the mussel survey was completed by the PA F&BC at the site of the Old Huntingdon Pike
dam, and no endangered mussels were found. This information has been forwarded to the PA DEP, and we're now waiting for is-
suance of the permit for the removal of the dam. Once we receive the permit, we will develop bid specs., and solithiebids for
removal of the dam. Hopefully this process will move smoothly, and we'll be able to proceed with this project.

If you've been following the story of the un-
damming of Pennypack Creek, you know that
restoring the Pennypack to free flowing condition
has gained a lot support recently. I'm hoping that
we can play a small role in restoring Pennypack
Creek to it's former glory, as a free flowing
stream teeming with both resident and migratory
fish. I'll keep you posted as this develops.

Project Head Waters is moving forward more
rapidly than | ever imagined. Phase 1 has been
completed. We've identified sites within Sub Ba-
sin 1, and have applied for a Growing Greener I
Grant in the amount of $ 343,871. If fully funded,
we will retro fit 4 dry detention basins, restore
wetlands, and create bioswales / bioretention ar-
eas.

In addition, we've applied for a TreeVitalize
Grant in the amount of $33,400.46, which will be
used to reforest 2 areas ( total of @ 100,000
square feet ) on Natural Lands Trust property also
in Sub Basin 1. Phase 2 is moving forward. The
plan is to identify additional sites within Sub Ba-
sin 1, and develop remediation plans for them. We hope to apply for a NFWS Grant for these sites. The deadline foisthis grant
July 27th. The site visits will be done on June 12th. We're going to be looking at 3 dry detention basins, a churcrapdaperty,
Blair Mill Elementary School property. I'll keep you informed as Phase 2 progresses.

As you can see the Chapter has a lot going on from a Conservation
standpoint. In order to make this work, we need your help. At the least, we need you to help at our work days. Pleask@lan to
as many as you can.

Not only do we do something good for the environment, but we have a good time doing it. Give it a try.



